Fire Chiefs Association

FIRE PREVENTION OFFICERS SECTION

' Santa Cruz County

DATE: NUMBER:
06/06/02 FPO-012
APP REVISED:
/ 04/24/2025
FIRE PREVENTION TITLE:
STANDARDS Maximum Grade & Vertical Clearances

MAXIMUM GRADE

200 ° Maximum
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TREES SHALL BE LIMBED UP
6'-8" FROM GROUND
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Maximum

Grades in excess of 15%
but less than 20%

Grade must reduce
to less than 15%

Grades in excess of 15%
but less than 20%
Maximum
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VERTICAL CLEARANCE
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15" VERTICAL
CLEARANCE THROUGHOUT
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10" HORIZONTAL
CLEARANCE FROM
ROADWAYS OF
COMBUSTIBLE GROWTH
(SEE EXCEPTION)
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EXCEPTION:
SINGLE SPECIMENS OF TREES, ORNAMENTAL SHRUBBERY OR SIMILAR PLANTS USED AS GROUND
COVERS, PROVIDED THEY DO NOT FORM A MEANS OF RAPIDILY TRANSMITTING FIRE FROM NATIVE
GROWTH TO ANY STRUCTURE. AT THE DISCRETION OF AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION,

TREES SHALL BE LIMBED UP
6°~B" FROM GROUND
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10' HORIZONTAL
CLEARANCE FROM
ROADWAYS OF
COMBUSTIBLE GROWTH
(SEE EXCEPTION)




